Introducing and Outlining the Epistle
· RIGHTEOUSNESS is the key word in the Roman epistle. It means BEING RIIGHT.  This is the whole of the salvation matter – how can a man be right with God first of all, and then right in relation to every other person, and thing, as a result of being right with God?
· RIGHTEOUSNESS is the essential characteristic of the Gospel as brought forth in this epistle. It reveals not only God’s love, mercy, and grace, but MAINLY HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. God, being perfect in all His ways, is infinitely righteous in His character. In the Gospel is revealed the way by which sinners can become righteous through the gift of His grace.
· RIGHTEOUSNESS in this epistle is that righteousness which His own righteousness required Him to require.
· It is the sum total of all that God commands, demands, approves, and provides.”
· It is that righteousness which avails before God, which meets and secures His approval.
· It is CHRIST JESUS . . . made unto us . . . R IGHTEOUSNESS (1 Cor. 1:30)
There are many fine outlines of this epistle available; however, we are going to use a modified form of the outline given by Dr. Griffith Thomas in his work on Romans.

1. RIGHTEOUSNESS NEEDED BY SINFUL MEN (1:16-3:20)


In this section, Paul depicts universal unrighteousness, and delivers an unanswerable indictment against the whole human race. ALL HAVE SINNED! Therefore, ALL ARE UNRIGHTEOUS and must secure a righteousness outside of themselves if they would stand before a holy God.

2. RIGHTEOUSNESS PROVIDED BY GOD (3:21-26)


God HAS REVEALED HIS PLAN for providing sinful men with the divinely required righteousness through Jesus Christ.

3. RIGHTEOUSNESS RECEIVED THROUGH FAITH (3:27-4:25)


Man must abandon all hope of providing his own righteousness, and cast himself in faith upon the promise of God which declares that God will justify the ungodly man who believes.

4. RIGHTEOUSNESS EXPERIENCED IN LIFE (5:1-8:39)


As we are righteous BEFORE GOD through Jesus Christ, so we are righteous in LIVING EXPERIENCE as Jesus Christ the Righteous One lives in and through us by the Holy Spirit. What Christ accomplished FOR us in His geat redemptive act, He works out IN us by the power of the Holy Spirit.
5. RIGHTEOUSNESS REJECTED BY THE JEWISH NATION (6:9-11)


Religiously zealous, the Jewish nation in its unbelief and rebellion rejected Jesus Christ, and in turn were rejected by Him.

6. RIGHTEOUSNESS MANIFESRED IN PRACTICAL LIFE (6:12-16)

Righteousness is as righteousness does. Having received the gift of righteousness (5:17), the believer should be right in every relationship of life.

                                   KEY VERSE

In three epistles Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted – “The just shall live by faith.“

In each usage the emphasis is on a different part of the verse.

1. ROMANS 1:17 – “THE JUST shall live by faith.”



The purpose of the Roman Epistle is to reveal how a sinner is made just before God, 
therefore the emphasis is on the first two words, THE JUST.


2. GALATIANS 3:11 – “The just SHALL LIVE by faith.”



Justification makes possible the reception of the Holy Spirit, and as the believer walks in 
faith the Holy Spirit reproduces the LIFE of Christ in him. The Galatians had begun in the Spirit but 
had been influenced by false teachers who seduced them from complete dependence on the Spirit 
to dependence on religious works and they were
 seeking to be made perfect by the flesh (3:3). 

Justified life is life in the Spirit. Romans tells us how a sinner can be justified, while Galatians 
shows that the justified man lives by faith.

3. HEBREWS 10:38 – “The just shall live BY FAITH.”



The quotation of the Habakkuk passage in Hebrews is followed by the great section on faith 
in Hebrews 11. It is by believing and responding to the Word of God that just men can live. 
“Without faith it is impossible to please Him” (Heb. 11:6)

